
 
 
 

A Year Later, Awareness of Carbon Monoxide Threats is Up but Many 
Homeowners Procrastinating on Safety  

 
July first marks the anniversary of California’s law requiring carbon monoxide (CO) alarms in 
most homes.  A new survey finds while more than half of Californians are aware of this law, 
many have not taken the time to help protect themselves from this odorless, colorless and 
invisible threat.  Nearly half (46%) of respondents revealed they do not have a CO alarm in their 
home despite the overwhelming presence of both fuel-burning appliances (84%) and attached 
garages (75%) – major risk factors for CO poisoning. 
 
The survey, conducted by Qualtrics on behalf of Kidde, a leading manufacturer of residential fire 
and CO safety products and the California Safe Homes Coalition, found the primary reason for 
not installing an alarm was lack of time.  Nearly half of respondents without a CO alarm stated 
they knew they needed one, but hadn’t installed one yet.  Another one-third believes that they 
do not need an alarm even though it is the only safe way to detect CO. 
 
Called the ‘silent killer’ because many people do not realize they’re being poisoned until it’s too 
late, carbon monoxide is the leading cause of accidental poisoning deaths in America, reports 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).   It claims 400 lives and injures another 
20,000 each year nationwide. California officials estimate CO poisoning causes 700 avoidable 
injuries and hospitalizations annually. 

Carbon monoxide alarms can cost as little as $20 and can be purchased across the state at 
retailers like Wal-Mart, True Value and The Home Depot. In addition to installing a carbon 
monoxide alarm on each floor of your home and near sleeping areas, there are additional steps 
you can take to help protect your family from CO poisoning:  

1) Have your fuel burning appliances and fireplaces checked by a professional to ensure 
they are working properly and are properly vented. 

2) Keep barbeque grills outside.  Do not use them in your garage or inside your home for 
cooking, or as an alternative heater.    

3) Do not use gas generators inside a home or garage, or outside near a window where 
fumes may seep into the home. 

 
California’s law aims to protect families, while reducing the number of associated casualties.  A 
final phase requiring CO alarms in existing multi-family residential dwellings goes into effect 
January 1, 2013.   
 
For more information on California’s law, CO safety and how to protect your family, visit 
www.CASafeHomes.org.    
 
 


